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Grand Challenges Are Multidisciplinary and 
Global
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Research Output in the United States, 2011-2020



Int’l and UI Partnerships in the United States, 2011-2020



Research Output in the US—Social Sciences, 2011-2020



Int’l and UI Collaborations in the US—Social Sciences



International Collaborations by the US—Social Sciences



Industry Collaborations in the US—Social Sciences



Microsoft Collaborations—Social Sciences



Microsoft Collaborations—Social Sciences



Microsoft Collaborations—Social Sciences



Ford Motor Collaborations—Social Sciences



Ford Motor Collaborations—Social Sciences



US Top Industry Collaborations—Arts and Humanities



Vaccine Hesitancy and Anti-Vax Movement—Global Research, 2016-21
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Vaccine Hesitancy and Anti-Vax Movement—Global Research



Vaccine Hesitancy and Anti-Vax Movement—Global Research



Vaccine Hesitancy and Anti-Vax Movement—Global Research



Vaccine Hesitancy and Anti-Vax Movement—Global Research



Academia and Government Collaboration—Social Sciences



Academic Collaboration—Social Sciences, 2016-2021



SDG 1: No Poverty 



SDG 1: No Poverty 
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SDG 1: No Poverty 
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SSRN- grew from Social Sciences 

• Founded in 1994
• Started in the Social Sciences
• Represents 70 disciplines 

across the full research 
spectrum

• Hosts preprints, proceedings, 
accepted papers, papers 
under review and working 
papers and abstracts of 
published works

• Enables scholars to post 
research and read research for 
free

• Provides detailed author 
metrics (views, downloads, as 
well as “altmetrics” via PlumX)



What are Preprints? 

Researcher 
workflow

Research

Preprint servers Research community
Read, comment, cite Read, cite

Revisions

Preprints are early versions of research papers, shared ahead of 
formal peer review, and provide key benefits to researchers



Preprints are growing in all disciplines

§ All scholarly domains showed growth in preprints.
§ Monthly preprint postings grew by 57% May ‘19 to May 

‘20. 
§ Preprint postings were ~50.2k per month May ’20.
§ The traditional preprint domains Social and Physics still 

comprise ~67% of preprints, but preprints are 
increasingly adopted in new domains, especially Life 
and Health, and to lesser extent Chemistry

§ Support for preprints by funders, 
universities, publishers and infrastructure players has 
increased

§ ~ 60 preprint servers run by societies, funders, 
governments, scholarly publishers, etc. 

* There is no single reliable source for this data, so data has been gathered by studying content on key 
preprint servers, and manually mapping to our categories. Please treat these numbers as indicative.
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SSRN – All 
Disciplines

Research
• 963K papers

• 103K new papers 
submitted in last 12 
months

• ~80% of the papers on 
SSRN are preprints and 
working papers

Downloads
• 24M downloads in the 

last 12 months 

Authors
• 827K authors



Social Science Hubs & Networks on SSRN
Research networks are specialized subject areas complete with its own taxonomies and collections of papers across the 
social science spectrum

Accounting, Corporate 
Governance

Anthropology, Geography, 
History, Psychology, 
Sociology 
• Mental Health
• Social Justice
• Structural Inequalities

Women’s & Gender 
Studies

Economics, Financial 
Economics, Health Economics, 
Social Insurance

Information & Library 
Science, Information 
Systems, Innovation 
Research

Management, Corporate 
Strategy, Marketing, 
Negotiations, Operations

Political Science
• Race & Social Inequality 

Subject areas focused on 
threats to democracies

Criminal Justice, Legal 
Scholarship
• Implications of technology 

on privacy

Sustainability
• Clean energy
• CSR, ESG
• Food & Water Insecurity

Cognitive Science, 
Decision Science, 
Education, 
Entrepreneurship
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Social Science research on SSRN is very interdisciplinary

Sunburst shows the 
interdisciplinary overlap 
between Social Science 
subjects on SSRN (outside 
circle) and major disciplines 
(inside circle). 



Interdisciplinary collaboration and Covid-19

Coronavirus & Infectious 
Disease Research on SSRN
• COVID-19 Research  4,800 Papers
• Infectious Disease Research  30 

Papers
• Interdisciplinary Coronavirus & 

Infectious Disease Related Research  
9,600 Papers

Political 
Science
44%

Legal 
Scholarship

27%

Financial 
Economics

24%

Business 
Mgt.
23%

Health 
Econ.
17%

Accounting
12%
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Innov.
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Biology
12%

Coronavirus & 
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Research
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• Financial
• Global
• Inequality
• Management
• Law
• Investment
• Policy
• Economy

Coronavirus Content on SSRN covers many subject areas



Maybe find stats from published research on Covid preprints- and 
interdisciplinary nature

Social Sciences and Covid

Scholarly communication in times of crisis: The response of the scholarly communication 
system to the COVID-19 pandemic. Research on Research Institute. December 2021 
https://rori.figshare.com/articles/report/Scholarly_communication_in_times_of_crisis_The_re
sponse_of_the_scholarly_communication_system_to_the_COVID-19_pandemic/17125394

https://rori.figshare.com/articles/report/Scholarly_communication_in_times_of_crisis_The_response_of_the_scholarly_communication_system_to_the_COVID-19_pandemic/17125394


https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3667971

Social 
Sciences

Health 
Sciences

Usage and social media attention are one impact evaluation 
metric 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3667971


https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3656929

Social 
Sciences

Health 
Sciences

Usage and social media attention are one impact evaluation 
metric 
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